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7th International Symposium “Cultural Heritage
in Geosciences, Mining and Metallurgy, Leiden
{The Netherlands)”’

The International “Erbe” Symposium, exploring the cultural heritage
of geology, mining and metallurgy, has a ten-years’ tradition thanks
to the support from the organizing conntries. In Austeia, Germany and
other Enropean countries, as well as North America, this Symposiom
is considered quite prestigious. Usually, the Symposium gains offi-
cial status from the hosy connty, as well as enjoying the cooperation of
the Geological Survey of Austria (Geologische Bundesanstalt) and
Austrian Geological Society (Osterreichische Geologische Gesell-
schaft) from Vienna; several universities and professionals from vari-
ous other institulicns, according to the site where the symposium is
held, also provide their support. Previous symposia took place in
Freiberg (Germany, 1993), Leoben {Austria, 1995), St. Petersburg
(Russia, 1997}, Bafiskd Stiavnica {Sfovakia, 1998}, Colorado (LIS A,
2000). Ideija (Slovenia, 2002). Czech-Austrian cooperative agree-
ments in the field of geology and under the auspices of the Ministry of
the Environment, assured that the Czech party had been already in-
volved in these activities. :

This 7th Symposium was convened it the second half of May
2003 in Leiden, The Methertands. The site of the symposinm prede-
termined its contents to a certain degree. Unlike the places where pre-
vious “Erbe” symposia were held (e.g.. German Freiberg. Slovak
Baniska Stiavnica or Slovenian Idrija). where long-term mining influ-
enced very significantly the environmental, culiaral and naturai char-
acter of the area, Leiden is not an old mining centre. It is, however, a
town with many musenms and remarkable coliections. This is why
the organizers, with the spirit of the cultural traditions of these inter-
national meetings, decided to express the central theme of this year's
Symposium as “Museums and their Coltections™. The taiks and lec-
tures took place in the Leiden National Museum of Natural Sciences
(Nationaal Natsurhistorisch Muzeum). A tour of this important mu-
senm was a natural and significant part of the Syraposiuen, as well as
the excursions to other museums: The National Museum of the His-
tory of Science Boerhaave, the National Emographic Musenm (Rijks-
museum van Yolkenkunde) in Leiden and the Teylers Museam in the
nearby Haarters. This last one is a very special, generalistic musewm
largely preserving its 18th century atrosphere, with collections rang-
ing from old drawings and coins 1o geclogical objects and pieces of
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scientific insiraments, and possessing a magnéficent library of old sci-
entific literature.

The majority of contributions and excursions that took piace dur-
ing the Symposium showed museums, archives, and other centres of
historical, geological, paleontological. and mineralogical material
contained extremely imponant information, perhaps collected in the
past in a diffecent social situation and climate than exists now. It can
be, however, successfully used, with the help of current information
technologies. for modern goals and objectives. Such goals and objec-
tives include education, scientific learning, strengthening of culural
consciousness and environmental problems. They thus represent in-
dispensable sources of valuable data.

The Czech-Austrian contibution “How 10 use old maps for the en-
vironnental issues in the Czech Republic” was presented as a lecture
and a poster and fit well in the total thematic framework of the confer-
ence. It was the only contribution that referred to the teritory of the
Czech Republic. The Austrian co-organizers also characterized it as the
result of a 14-years’ successtul international Czech-Austrian coopera-
tive effort on the theme of using old geological archival materials.

Al lectures and contributions of the Symposiam can be divided
into two groups: :

1, The majority were dealing with the presentation of geclogical.
mineratogical and paleontological ¢ollections of the museums, ar-
chives and Hbrarics in several countries - in the Netherlands, Austria,
Russia, Norway, Denmark, Portugal, Slovakia and others. These con-
tributions were not mere descriptions of collected materials with sam-
ples but contributions that stated emphatically what ihese collections
could mean for the life of contemporary man and the future genera-
tions. Philosophical tone scunded in the leciure of John de Vos
(Leiden) about the meaning of the coflection and works of the great
Dutch anshropologist M. T. Dubois from the viewpoint of the tradi-
tional “place of man in nature™ and swstainable development. Other
contribetions pointed out the progress that the museum collections
made from their beginning to contemporary use. Two especially imter-
esting lectures wete given by the Dutch participant Steven de Clercq
{Uirecht) and Eco Kriegman (Leiden) about the “Dustch approach™ io
establish the second life of museums — vew impetus for using geologi-
cal collections once considered of marginal interest. The eatry of
F. Stervenbrug (Utrecht) about the importance of diatoms (using the ex-
ample of the Kinker collection} from their original identification,
through time, to their usage in conemporary environmental protection
and their function in microclimale and hydrology. was closely con-
nected with this idea. Most of the lectures of the
Dutch specialists had a strong environmental em- |
phasis.

2. The other. much smaller group was repre-
sented by contributions on various themes. They
concentrated on the importance of geologicai or
mining documents with respect to their positive
use for landscape reclamatior and the miniag his-
tory of some localities. This second group in-
cluded, besides the Czech-Austrian contribution,
the lecture of J. Cara and T. Dizdarevi¢ (kirija) on
the influence of mining activities o the environ-
ment ia Slovenian Idrija.

Apart from these two above mentioned groups,
an imporeant opening welcome was expressed
and a lecture given by C. Winkler Prins (Leiden)
10 open the 7th Symposium, The event was con-
cluded by the contribution of L. Jontes {Lecben)
regarding the importance of all seven symposia
for the cultural heritage of the geclogical and
mining sciences. The invitation by Ch. Hauser -
{Vienma) to the 8th Erbe Symposivm to be heldin
Tysolian Schwaz - an important old mining cen-
tre — in 2005 made all participants look forward to
the next meeting.
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