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| am indebted to T. S. Jgrgensen for pointing out that In order to keep the cited paper within a reasonable length
William lan Axford was a citizen of New Zealand, and not only a short paragraph indicating more recent work was int
of Canada, and that some clarification on the work of Ty-cluded. This short half page section 1Z=utther Danish
cho Brahe was needed. | am also indebted to Jargensen fauroral research in the IQSY years 1964—65 and thereafter
bringing to my attention the useful review of Adam Paulsen’s describes observations of auroras during IQSY as a naturg
work by Jgrgensen and Rasmussen (2006). continuation and closure of the previous sections. Further a¢

Only a few scattered observations of aurora were made ir_;ivities are me_ntioned _cursorily only, in order not to give an
Scandinavia prior to those of Tycho Brahe (e.g. Silverman,nappropriate impression of completeness. These post-IG
1992). The observations from Brahe’s observatory atfesearch activities are reported in weI_I over_300_ scientific pa
Uranienborg, beginning in November 1582 and continuingP€rs authored or co-authored by Danish scientists.
until March of 1597, were the first systematic observations N conclusion: Danish auroral research for the past severa
carried out in Denmark. They were noted as part of a diaryY&ars h_as been car_rle_d out_W|th a multiplicity of mstrumen_ts
that included weather observations and notices of othefn @ variety of specialized fields. A proper coverage of this
events, and are thus well dated. Some of the observation¥O'k requires several papers, probably by a variety of au
include a precise description of the position of the aurora (defhors. Hopefully such studies will be carried out over the
noted as “chasmata”, the usual term for aurora, derived fronf€Xt few years.
Aristotle) relative to the stars. The observations continued .
until 1597 when Brahe left for Prague, where he died in 1601,Fdited by: S. Silverman
never to return to Denmark. The original (hand-written)
diary from Uranienborg is held in Vienna as noted amongReferences
the article’s references and is available at the web hi:
J/openlibrary.orghookgOL23319258MMeteorologiske Jargensen, T. S. and Rasmussen, O.: Adam Paulsen, a pioneer in pu-

dagbogholdt paaUraniborgfor_aarenel582-1597 roral research, Eos, Transactions, American Geophysical Union,
- 87, p. 61 and p. 66, 2006.

As noted in the cited article an analysis of the auroral datasijlverman, S. M.: Secular Variation of the Aurora for the Past 500
was carried out by Paul la Cour in 1876, and is consistent Years, Rev. Geophys., 30(4), 333—351, 1992.

with contemporary results, such as the annual variation of
occurrence. Furthermore, only two auroras are noted dur-
ing the 6 years after 1591 in contrast to the 75 occurrences
reported during the 10 preceding years. This is consistent
with a probable decline in activity, as indicated in the work
by Silverman (1992), for instance, Fig. 3, p. 337, and Fig. 6,
p. 339.
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