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Note on the Age of the Kalhel Limestone,
Chamba Dist., H. P.

V. J. Gurta 7}

The present note is important in thac iv defines the stratigraphic position of the Kalhel
Limestone and associated rocks exposed around Kalhel (32° 457 00" N :76° 11’ 28”) on fossil
basts, This note may be read as a supplement to the derailed paper published by Fuchs & Gurra
(1971} on the Palacozoic stracigraphy of Kashmir, Kishtwar and Chamba regions. The Geo-
logical seciion as worked out by Fucns on the basis of his field observations is given in che
abovementioned paper.

The blue and grey limestone succession in the area around Kalhel conformably
overlies the Agglomeratic Slates and trap succession of the Chamba syncline
(Fucus & GurTa, 1971, p. 94). MCMAHON (1883 p. 40) reported the occurrence
of crinoid ossicles from the limestone succession and considered it to bz of Upper
Silurian age. GurTa & BEDi {(1970) on the basis of a poorly preserved ammonite
assigned Lower to Middle Carboniferous age for it. Fucus (personal communi-
cation) on the basis of his field observations considered this limestone in parts
to be equivalent of Zewan Series and in parts to the Triassic succession of
Kashmir.
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The abovementioned field observations of FucHs have been proved by the
find of fossils from the Agglomeratic Slates and Kalhel Limestone exposed bet-
ween Tissa and Kalhel.

The fossils from the Agglomeratic Slates from the road section north of
Mandwal on the Tissa-Kalhel road include Spirifer nagmarensis, S. spitiensis and
a poorly preserved bryozoan. All these forms are known from the Agglomeratic
Slate succession of the Kashmir Valley.

The fauna from the blocks of Kalhel Limestone lying near Sathiala on the
foot path between Kalhel and Tissa has vielded a few poorly preserved brachio-
pods and one fairly well preserved specimen of a pelecypod. Among the forms
identified from these limestones are Lyttonia sp., Enteletes sp., Productus sp.
and Bakewellia parva.

Lyttonia 1s a characteristic Permian genus known from China, Japan, Indo-
China, SaltRange, Kashmir etc. In Kashmir this genus is found in the Proto-
retepora Zone of Zewan Series, Bakewellia parva has been reported from
the Permian rocks of Kansas (Moore et al., 1952, p- 424).

On the basis of the fossils found in the succession under discussion it can be
concluded that the Kalhel Limestone corresponds to the Zewan Series of Kashmir.
The dolomitic and quartzitic portions of the limestone succession exposed along
the road SW of Kalhel may correspond to the lower part of the Triassic of
Kashmir.,

The author is grateful to Dr. G. FucHs for giving details of his field obser-
vations, going through the manuscript and for the useful suggestions which he
gave from time to time.
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