“Alpine type” Triassic of the Upper Antalya Nappe
(Western Taurids—Turkey)

by J. MArRcoUXx*)

1 Fig.

The sections were made in the south-western branche of the Antalya nappes?).
Structurally all of these sections belong to the highest unit of the Antalya nappes system.
Stratigraphically this Triassic belong to shallow marine carbonate series, the recognized
elements of which cover the stages between the Ordovician to the lower-middle Creta-
ceous. Certain outcrops show a continuous passage (without apparent unconformity),
from a marine terminal Permian (Djulfian) to the lowest Triassic.

From the base, the sequence is as follows:

— for a few dozen meters: laminate, pink and green argillaceous limestones (Seiss
facies), with gypsiferous intercalations. A Clarata, Unionites . . . fauna indicate a lower
Scythian age;

— for a few meters, Gastropods and Bivalves coquinoid limestone (Hard ground
with perforations can be observed). The Bivalves indicate a middle-Triassic—
Anisian age;

— then, for another few dozen meters, vermicular limestone furnishing a good key
horizon;

— throughout various thickness, a complex develops with very clear stratigraphical
condensation indices; the dominating facies is a red crinoidal limestone (with ferro-
manganese crusts); within this crinoidal limestone, one can sporadically observe, red,
very fossiliferous calcareous lenses (Hallstatt facies); study of ammonoids fauna suggests
a mixture of species, covering from the Ladinian to the middle Carnian;

— above this condensed layers, for several dozen meters, is a sequence of well
bedded limestones with irregular layers of cherts (upper Carnian?);

— finally, ending this Triassie, is a massive reefal limestone formation (Dachstein
facies), locally dolomitic; Involutinidae and Megalodontidae indicate a Norian-Rhae-
tian age.

It appears to us too early to fit this allochtonous triassicseries in a paleogeographical
context. However we have already proposed one hypothetical solution?). In this case,
this “Alpine type” Triassic could be evidence of the northern borderland of the African
Platform, at the time when the Tethys underwent a very marked extension.
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