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The Albanian ophiolites of the Mirdita Zone represent remnants
of Mesozoic oceanic lithosphere within the Dinaride-Hellenide
segment of the Alpine orogenic system. They form a coherent,
north-south trending belt and consist of a large variety of rocks
attributed to originally complete ophiolitic sequences thought to
derive from a narrow Jurassic ocean between Apulia in the west
(= Ionian zone and equivalents with Late Triassic Hauptdolomite
equivalent restricted lagoonal sediments) and the Korabi-Pela-
gonian microcontinent to the east (= Korabi zone with Late
Triassic lagoonal Dachstein limestone facies), called Pindos Ocean
(or Mirdita Ocean according to several authors).
Creation of oceanic crust in the „Mirdita-Pindos Ocean“ is inferred
by the most authors to have started around the Early/Middle
Jurassic-boundary followed by intra-oceanic subduction in Late
Jurassic times. The age of the ocean seemed to be proven by
radiolarians from sediments associated with basaltic and dacitic
lavas which gave Late Bajocian to Early Callovian and Middle
Callovian to Late Oxfordian ages, respectively. The ophiolite suite
is closely associated with radiolarites and ophiolitic mélanges
containing blocks of up to kilometer-size.
Mélange formation is generally considered to have taken place
during post-sedimentary thrusting in Tithonian time. We dated
matrix and components of the mélange by radiolarians, conodonts,
and other taxa. The components consist of radiolarites (equivalent
to the Meliata facies in the Alpine-Carpathian realm as well as
radiolarites from the original ocean floor), pelagic limestones (dif-
ferent Hallstatt facies block – grey and red Hallstatt facies as
known from the Hallstatt Mélange in the Northern Calcareous
Alps) and shallow-water limestones (Dachstein limestone facies),
all of Triassic age, as well as ophiolites. Triassic radiolarite as a
primary cover of ophiolite material proves Middle Triassic onset
of ocean-floor formation. The mélange contains a turbiditic
radiolarite-rich matrix, dated as Late Bajocian to Early/Late
Oxfordian. It formed originally as a primary synorogenic sediment
(radiolaritic wildflysch sequence) formed simultaneously during
west-directed thrusting of ophiolite and sediment-cover nappes
representing ocean floor and underplated fragments of the western
continental margin (Korabi-Pelagonia units), later overprinted by
contemporaneous and younger tectonics forming a typical mélange.
The tectonic structures formed during these orogenic events are
sealed by Late Jurassic platform carbonates (Kurbnesh carbonate
platform equivalent to the Plassen Carbonate Platform in the
Northern Calcareous Alps).
From the scenario we see no evidence for an independent Mirdita-
Pindos Ocean. An in-situ position of the Mirdita ophiolites would
mean that the Triassic passive continental margin with its typical
facies arrangement from the pelagic outer shelf (Hallstatt limestone
facies) towards the inner shelf with its reefal and lagoonal
carbonates (Dachstein limestone facies, Hauptdolomite facies)
would have been disrupted by a Triassic-Jurassic ocean. Remnants
of the passive-margin sequences are found both to the west and
the east of the present Mirdita Zone.
Therefore we conclude that the Mirdita Ophiolite Zone is no
more in its original position relative to the geologic units to its
east and west but must be a far-traveled part of the Neotethys
Ocean (Vardar segment), brought into its present position by
west-directed far-distance thrusting from the Vardar Zone.
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The knowledge of the evolution of the slope facies („Tressen-
stein Limestone“) and the interaction with the basinal facies is
one key for the reconstruction of the sedimentary dynamics of
the Alpine Late Jurassic to Early Cretaceous (Late Oxfordian to
early Late Berriasian) Plassen Carbonate Platform. For this reason,
the type-locality of the Tressenstein Limestone (Tressenstein
Formation), Mount Tressenstein near Bad Aussee in the Austri-
an Salzkammergut, and the equivalent section Hornkogel near
Bad Goisern were re-investigated.
The sedimentary succession at Mount Tressenstein represents a
series of mass-flow breccias, calciturbidites and slide blocks
consist of shallow-water material derived from the Plassen Car-
bonate Platform s. str. to the south (with e.g., Protopeneroplis
ultragranulata, Coscinophragma aff. cribrosum, „Tubiphytes“
morronensis, Trocholina cf. involuta, Andersenolina cf. elongata,
Pseudocyclammina lituus, Mohlerina basiliensis, Radiomura
cautica, Lithocodium aggregatum, Troglotella incrustans,
Calcistella cf. jachenhausenensis, Mercierella? dacica,
Carpathocancer triangulatus, Terebella lapilloides, and Clypeina
sulcata) alternating with basinal wackestones of the Oberalm
Formation with radiolarians, spicula and calpionellids (e.g.,
Crassicollaria intermedia and Crassicollaria intermedia).
The „Tressenstein Limestone“ at the type-locality overlies
variably-coloured condensed cephalopod limestones, erroneously
equated with the Acanthicus Limestone (= Agatha Formation =
Kimmeridgian age). The latter is assigned to the Early Tithonian,
a time of low sea-level and emersion of parts of the Plassen
Carbonate Platform.
Previous assumptions of the Tressenstein Limestone to represent
the slope deposits of the Late Oxfordian to early Late Berriasian
Plassen Carbonate Platform are incorrect approaches. In fact, the
coarse-grained resediments of Mount Tressenstein were deposited
in a basin and are of Late Tithonian to ?Early Berriasian age and
therefore time- and facies-equivalent to the Barmstein Limes-
tone.
The onset of deposition of the Mount Tressenstein resediments
seems to be conform with the first deepening event in the lagoonal
areas of the Plassen Carbonate Platform. Their subsidence was
counterbalanced by enhanced carbonate production during the
Late Tithonian, contemporaneously with the break-down of the
Trattberg Rise and equivalents (e.g., Brunnwinkl Rise/Wolfgang-
see area). The massive export of carbonate mud and detritus into
the adjacent basins resulted in the lithologic change from
radiolarites to carbonates with intercalated mass-flow deposits
consist of shallow-water carbonates in a typical fining-upward
succession. During the latest Tithonian to Early Berriasian the
deepening of the Plassen Carbonate Platform was accompanied
with increased mass mobilizations (Barmstein Limestone mega-
breccias) before its final drowning. The successions of the type-
localities of the „Tressenstein Limestone“ and the Barmstein
Limestone as well as the similar section Hornkogel show little
differences in their lithologic evolution, but all comprise mass-
flow breccias and calciturbidites of the same age intercalated in
hemipelagic Calpionella-bearing biomicrites of the Oberalm For-
mation.
An unambiguous and applicable criterion for distinction of
Tressenstein and Barmstein Limestone on a smaller scale can not
be defined. Both terms were established in the 19th and early 20th

century in no accordance with formal lithostratigraphic framework.
However, since the term Barmstein Limestone was introduced
about 50 years earlier it clearly must have priority. „Tressenstein
Limestone“ as the classical term for the slope and reef near
sediments of the Plassen Carbonate Platform cannot be used any
longer.
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