PANGEQ Austria 2002

Kurzfassungen

overthrusting of the central Variscides over Baltica, or
else southwestward movement of the MS, producing an
extensional belt between the MS and Baltica None of
these features can be demonstrated. Long-distance trans-
port along the MT is only possible in a position at the
southern margin of Baltica, where dextra strike dlip
along NE-trending faults was unimpeded. This concept
implies a later, dextral displacement of the MT along the
southwestern margin of Baltica with a distance of
transport of ¢. 1.000 km. NW/SE shortening after the
activity of the MT amounts to at least 400 km; options
for the remaining 600 km will be discussed.

The Variscides are a very “hot” orogen: the crystalline
parts of the BM are characterized by HT metamorphism,
first at high, later at low pressures, and by alarge volume
of granites. Possible reasons include stacking of radio-

genic crust and slab break-off (or related processes). Hot
and low-viscosity rocks were extruded from mantle
depths into higher structural levels, and partly transported
as thrust sheets over the foreland. Sedimentary evidence
argues against a Tibetan style plateau, which subsided
into the soft substrate. Expulsion of low viscosity rocks
was probably brought about by the lithostatic pressure
gradient between the orogenic root and the foreland.
Heating of higher crustal levels was mainly brought
about by the advection of granite melts. One prime
example is the “SW-Moldanubian Transverse Zone”, a
NW-trending belt of HP/LT metamorphism, which cuts
across the Variscan sutures.

Further progress in our understanding of the BM can
only be obtained “in the hard way”, ie, by precise
isotopic dating of granitoids and metamorphic events.
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Regional conservation strategies are based on the know-
ledge about the material used, its distribution and
qualities. A combined study on the material inventory of
churches in South Tyrol/Italy as well as on the properties
and weathering behaviour of prominent building
materials of that area was conducted.

The first part of the study was concerned with mapping
on a regional scale aiming at the documentation of
historic building materials and a survey of its
distribution. In order to document all information in one
map a spectrum of symbols has been developed which
allows to distinguish the kind of constructions (church,
chapel, house, castle, memorial, tombstone, wall etc.)
architectura elements (base, wall, tower, roof, door,
window, decoration elements etc.), and materials (stone,
brick, mortar, masonry etc.). This scheme provides a
comprehensive survey of relevant material data useable
as primary information source for conservation and
restoration concepts.

The results of this mapping survey suggest a very close
correlation between stone materials employed for historic
objects and the local geology. This applies particularly
for more remote valley areas. Petrographic mapping
reveals in addition in many cases a close correlation
between the functional construction task and the choice
of materials. This fact is additionally constrained by the
local availability of materials. The data allows to
distinguish five stone provinces.

i) Northern Granitic province - Eissack - Pusteria
Valley; ii) Sandstone province — Etsch Valey area
(Bozen-Meran) with overlap in the Unterland, where
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Groden Sandstone shows a variable weathering
behaviour. iii) Porphyry province - collatera to the
Sandstone province. iv) Marble province - middle
Vinschgau area where mainly Laas marble was used [2].
v) Gneiss province - upper Vinschgau area.

A yet unsolved problem is where the stone materials for

the different objects have actually been quarried. Very
little documentation about that is available.
The second part of the study is concerned with the
determination of basic petrographical, chemica and
physical parameters, such as mineralogy, sedimentary
fabrics, salt content, pore and hygric properties of the
main materials. Weathering simulation experiments
augment the data body about on weathering behaviour.
The major problem in this study is the considerable
material variation (especially within the sandstones) in
combination with a broad spectrum of climatic/
environmental factors. This requires long term
monitoring of the climatic/environmental impact factors
on building materials. However, the available data is still
scarce.
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