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structural relation between them is conformable, and none 
autoctonous fossil or microfossil remains werc founded before 1 999 
into the Toropi and Yupof tempestites Formations. 
The Toropf and Yupof Formations were interpreted as continental 
(fluviaJ) in origin Jong time ago (HERBST 1 97 ] ,  HERBST & SANTA 
CRuz 1 985). They argucd the presence of vertebrale fossil fauna 
remains of Pleistocene to Holocene age (HERBST & SANTA CRuz 
1 985) .  Thc Toropf and Yupof Formations have a maximum 
thickness of about cight rneters averaging four 1neters (ToRRA 
1 998b, 1 999a, b ). 
Recent studies proposcd that those venebrate fossil fauna remains 
are aloetonaus (TORRA 1 998a, b) . The was that the 
fossil remains are always in surface and that 
swamped into mud beds on Holocene ( I I  ,500 BP, 

998c). 
The sandy-muddy ltuzaing6 Formation is a 
succession beneath these horizontal mixed 
beds of flat-lcnticular forms. Thc fact is that marine 
succession (Ituzaing6 Formation) and the supposed continental 

. and 
(TORRA ! 999b). 

concordance 

The ori!l.in proposed for and Yupof Formation is non-tidal 
very fine sandy-silty mud 

bodies) deposited under thc action of marine storm currcnts 
tempestites or marine storm deposits). 
The geochemical signatures of cight mayor molecules and fifteen 
trace elements carried out on Ituzaing6, Toropf and Yupof 
Pormations, confirmed that thc sequence i s  in a fully agree with 
previous sedimentological thesis (ToRRA 2000a, b).  
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Formation is a wide succession of sand and mud 
in the left margin of the natural slopes, ravines 

left marein of the Parami and Para�ruav rivers at 

1 36 

the Mesopotamia rcgion. 
The outcrops of the northem bcds are extremely characterized 
a predominance of a vcry fine, weil sortcd, white sands. They 
have several intcrnal structures such as tidal bundles, reactivation 
surfaces, herringhone cross-stratification, rhithmic tidal beddings, 
flaser beddings and bipolar cross-stratifieation. The sequence has 
a very simple arrangement of sigmoidal pattern (ToRRA 1 998, 
1 999). 

The resu!ts show a great predominance of weil rounded to rounded 
quartz grains in form, generally uniform in size and 
appearance (0. 1 5-0.06 mm in avcrage). The percentage is  ovcr 95 
% auartz. About 85 % are monocrystalline quartz with few 

The other 1 5  
grains (metamorphic 

i s  largely cubic and highly porous, Neither 
cement nor matrix material i s  present into una!tered sand beds . 
Both, the very well  sortin g  and rounded grai ns point ou t a 
'supermature' texture sand very frequent in beach environments. 
There are no significant quantities of feldspars and Iithics 
Very scarce microcline is prcsent, generally eharacterized by cross
hateh twinning. The main translucent rcsistates minerals are 
tnu rma l i ne, m uscovi te,  rut ilc,  z i rcon, kyani te ,  staurol i te ,  
chalccdony and gamets. 
Opaque minerals are mainly roundcd magnetite grains, which is 
always present. Sometimes magnetite grains appcar in quantities 
of about more than 3-5 in percentage. The significant ferri
cretization processes are prescnt in some of upper beds of the Itu
zaing6 Formation derived from magnetite oxidation. This pheno
menon stamped typical reddish to ycllowish tones into the sand 
layers. It is possible that forces of oxidation caused break out of 
pure quartz grains. which are fully ccmented by ferric Oxides. 
Ilmenite and titanomagnetite are i nferred to be present based on 

geochemical anomalous values in titanium (ToRRA 

In accord with the classification of Don- ( 1 964). the arenaceous 
l ithofacies of the ltuzaing6 Formation may be classified as a 
arenite' .  
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right margin of the Parami-Paraguay rivers, 
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of the Parami-Paraguay f1uvial valley is frequently 
run around for a most number of young, low volumes, 
rivers at the 




