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DESCRIPTIONS OF TWENTY ·NINE SPECIES OF UNIONIDlE FROM THE 

UNITED STATES. 

BY ISAAC LEA. 

(Read June 4, 1872.) 
Unio Tellicoensis. 

Testa lrevi, subtriangulari, subin:flata, inrequilaterali, postice 
obtuse angulari, antice rotunda; valvulis crassiusculis, antice 
parum crassioribus; natibus subprominentibus; epidermide cro
cata, poiita; .parum radiata; dentibus cardinalibus parvis, cre
nulatis, conicis; lateralibus curtis, subcrassis subrectisque; mar
garita salmonis colore tincta et vale.le iridescente. 

Hab. Tellico River, Monroe Co., E. Tenn. Miss A. E. Law. 

Unio Conasaugaensis. 

Testa lrevi, suboblonga, sU:bin:flata, inrequilaterali, postice sub
biangulari, antice rotunda ta; valvulis percrassis, antice crassiori
bus; natibus subprominentibus; epidermide rufo-fusca, eradiata; 
dentibus cardinalibus parviusculis, subcompressis crenulatisque; 
lateralibus curtis, crassis, obliquis rectisque; margarita alba et 
aliquanto iridescente. 

Hab. Conasauga Creek, Monroe Co., E. Tenn. Miss A. E. 
Law. 

Unio lenticularis. 

Testa lrevi, subrotunda, compressa, lenticulari; subrequilaterali, 
postice obtuse biangulari, antice rotunda; valvulis subtenuibus, 
antice crassioribus; natibus prominulis; epiderm.ide vel tenebroso
fusca vel luteo-fusca, obsolete radiata; dentibus cardinalibus 
parvis, compressis crenulatisque; lateralibus sublongis, lamellatis, 
corrugatis subcurvatisque; margarita albida et iridescente. 

Hab. Tellico River, Monroe Co., E. 'fenn. Miss A. E. Law. 

Unio Andersonensis. 

Testa lrevi, triangulari, in:flata, ad latere planulata, valde 
inrequilaterali, postice obtuse angulata, antice oblique rotundata; 
valvulis percrassis, antice crassioribus; natibus valde elevatis, 
tumidis recurvatisque; epidermide vel luteola vel fusca, obsolete 
radiata; dentibus cardinalibus crassis, crenulatis, conicis; late
ralibus crassis, curtis subcurvisque; margarita argentea et irides
cente. 

Hab. Holston River and Clinch River, Anderson Co., E. Tenn. 
Miss A. E. Law. 
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Unio :da.vidus. 

Testa lrevi, triangulari, subinflata, ad latere planulata, inreqni
laterali, postice obtuse angulata, antice rotundata; valvulis 
subcrassis, antice crassioribus ; natibus prominentibus, recurvatis, 
ad apices minute undulatis; epidermide flavida, radiis interruptis; 
dentibus cardinalibus parvis corrugatisque i lateralibus curtis, 
subcrassis subcurvisque; margarita argentea et iridescente. 

Hab. Clinch River, .Anderson Co. , E. Tenn. Miss .A. E. Law. 

Unio pauciplicatus. 

Testa plicata, subrotunda, ventricosa, valde inrequilaterali, 
postice carinata, antice rotundata; valvulis crassis, antice crassi
oribus; natibus prominentibus, tumidis, recurvatis, ad apices 
minute undulatis ; epidermide rufo-fusca, eradiata; dentibus 
cardinalibus c�·assis, elevatis, sulcatis crenulatisque; lateralibus 
longis, lamellatis, corrugatis curv1.sque; margarita argentea et 
valde iridescente. 

Hab. .Austin, Texas. Prof. C. G. Forshey, Civil Engineer. 

Unio vesicularis. 

Testa lrevi, elliptica, inflata, valcte inrequilaterali, postice et 
antice rotundata, valvulis crassiusculis, antice crassioribus; na
tibus prominulis; epidermide tenebroso oliva, obsolete radiata; 
dentibus cardinalibus parvis, sulcatis, in utroque valvulo duplici
bus; lateralibus sublongis, lamellatis subrectisque; margarita 
albida et valde iridescent�. 

Hab. Lake Ocheechobee, Florida. Dr. Budd and C. M. 
Wheatley. 

Unio conspicuus. 

'l'est� lrevi, elliptica, subin.Hata, inrequilaterali, postice obtuse 
angulata, antfoe rotundata; valvulis crassis, antice crassioribus; 
natibus prominulis, ad apices undulatis ; epidermide rufo-fusca, 
perradiata; dentibus cardinalibus parviusculis, crenulatis, com
presso-conicis, in utroque valvulo duplicibus; lateralibus prrelon
gis, lamellatis, parum curvatis ; margarita conspicua, persalmonia 
et formoso-iridicente. 

Hab. Yadkin River, near Salisburg, N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio Yadkinensis. 

Testa, lrevi, oblonga, compn�ssa, valde inrequilaterali, postice 
subbiangulata, antice rotundata; valvulis crassis; natibus pro
-minulis ; epidermide tenebroso-fusca, eradiata; dr.ntibus cardina-



libus parviusculis, compressis, corrugatis, in utroque valvulo 
duplicibus; lateralibus longis, lamellatis, corrugatis subcurvisque; 
margarita vel salmonea vel purpurea et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Yadkin River, near Salisbury, N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio brevis 

Testa lrevi, subtriangulari, subcompressa, ad latere subplanulata, 
inrequilaterali, postice obtuse biangulata, antice rotundata; valvu
lis crassiusculis, antice crassioribus; natibus prominulis; epider
mide flavida, eradiata; dentibus cardinalibus parviusculis, sub
cornpressis, in utroque valvulo duplicibus; lateralibus lamellatis, 
parviusculis obliquisque; margarita vel alba vel salmonis colore 
tincta et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Conasauga Creek, Monroe Co., E. Tenn. Miss A. E. 
Law. 
Unio amplus. 

Testa lrevi, oblonga, fere alata, inflata, inrequilaterali, postice 
obtuse biangulata, antice rotundata; valvulis crassis, antice 
crassioribus; natibus subprominentibns; epidermide rufo-fusca, 
nitida, obsolete radiata, transverse vittata; dentibus cardinalibus 
parvinsculis, rugosis, compressis; lateralibus prrelongis, lamellatis; 
rnargarita vel alba vel purpurea vel salmonis colore tincta et valde 
iridescente. 

Hab. Irwin's Creek, Micklenberg Co., N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio ligatus. 

Testa lrevi, ovato-oblonga, subcompressa, inrequilaterali, postice 
obscure biangulari, antice rotundata; valvulis subcrassis; natibus 
prominulis; epidermide tenebroso-fusca, polita, obsolete radiata, 
transverse vittata; dentibus cardinalibus parviusculis, corrugatis 
et in utroque valvulo duplicibus; lateralibus longis, lamellatis, 
corrugatis subcurvisque; margarita vel alba vel salmonis colore 
tincta et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Irwin's Creek, Mecklenberg Co.; and Lo11g Creek, Gas
ton Co., N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio attenuatus. 

Testa lrevi, lata, attenuata, ad latere subcompressa, valde 
inrequilaterali, postice subbiangulari, antice oblique rotundata; 
valvulis crassiusculis, antice parum cras�ioribus; natibus promi
nulis, fere terminalibus ; epidermide tenebroso-fusca, aliquando 
nigra, radiata; dentibus cardinalibus parvis, compressis, crenu-
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latis, obliquis, in utroque valvulo duplicibus; lateralibus prre
longis, lamellatis subrectisque; margarita alba et valde irides
cente. 

Hab. Savannah River, Geo., Dr. Barratt; and Beaver Creek, 
Houston Co., Georgia, Dr. J. Lewis. 

Unio di1fertus. 

TeRta lrevi, elliptica, ventricosa, subrequilaterali, postice obtuse 
biangulari fere rotunda, antice rotundata; valvulis crassis, antice 
crassioribus; natibus vix prominulis; epidermide subpolita, luteo
la et obsoiete radiata ; dentibus cardinalibus parviusculis, corru
gatis, compressis et in utroque valvnlo duplicibus; lateralibus 
longis, lamellatis subrectisque; margarita vel albida vel salmonis 
colore tincta et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Georgia? Major J. Leconte. 

Unio strumosus, 

Testa lrevi, rotundata, inflata inrequilaterali, postice obtuse 
angulata, antice rotundata; valvulis crassis ; natibus prominulis; 
epidermide tenebroso-fusca vel nigra, eradiata; dentibus cardi
nalibus subgrandibus, rugosis, in utroque valvulo dnplicibus; 
lateralibus, longis, rugosis et curvatis ; margarita alba et irides
cente. 

Hab. Yadkin River, N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio subparallelus. 

Testa lrevi, oblonga, subcompressa, ad latere planulata, inrequi
laterali, postice subangulari, antice rotundata; valvulis crassius
culis, antice parum crassioribus; natibus prominulis, ad apices 
concentrico-rugoso-undulatis; epidermide tenebroso-fusca, nitida, 
radiata; dentibus cardinalibus parviusculis, conicis, rugosis, in 
utroque valvulo duplicibus; lateralibus prrelongis, lamellatis 
subcurvisque; margarita salmonis colore tincta. 

Hab. Irwin's Creek and Fox River, N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio oblongus. 

Testa lrevi, oblonga, compressa, ad latere planulata; valde 
inrequilaterali; valvulis parum crassioribus; natibus prominulis; 
epidermide luteola, micanti, radiata vel eradiata; dentibus cardi
nalibus parvis, lobatis, corrugatis, in utroque valvulo duplicibus; 
lateralibus prrelongis subrectisque; margarita alba vel purpura
scenti vel salmonis colore tincta et iridescente. 

Hab. Irwin's Creek, N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 
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Unio Irwinensis. 

Testa lrevi, suboblonga, parum compressa, ad latere parum 
planulata, valde inrequilaterali, postice obtuse biangulata, antice 
rotundata; valvulis subcrassis, antice crassioribus; natibus pro
minulis, ad apices undulatis; epidermide olivacea vel fusca, obso, 
lete radiata; dentibus cardinalibus subgrandibus, parum com
pressis, sulcosis, in utroque valvulo duplicibus ; lateralibus longis
sublamellatus subcurvisque; margarita alba vel purpurea vel 
salmonis colore tincta et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Irwin's Creek, N. C. C. M:. Wheatley. 

Unio curvatus. 

Testa lrevi, late oblonga, subinflat�, ad latere planulata, valcle 
inrequilaterali, postice angulata, antice rotundata; valvulis parum 
crassis, antice crassioribus; natibus prominulis; epidermide tene
broso-fusca, aliquanto polita, eradiata; dentibus cardinalibus 
parvis, sulcatis, compressis, in utroque valvulo duplicibus; late
ralibus longis, lamellatis subrectisque; margarita pallido-salmonia 
vel purpurascente et valde irridescente. 

Hab. Pfeiffer's Pond, Mecklenberg Co., N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio insolidus. 

Testa lrevi, oblonga, parum compressa, ad latere parum planu
lata, inrequilaterali, postice biangulata, antice rotundata; valvulis 
subtenuibus, antice parum crassioribus; natibus subprominenti
bus, ad apices undulatis ; epidermide pallido-viridi, obsolete 
radiata; dentibus cardinalibus parvis, compressis; lateralibus 
longis, lamellatis rectisque; margarita alba et iridescente. 

Hab. Abbeville Dist., N. C. Dr. Barratt; and Irwin's Creek, 
N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio cuspidatus. 

Testa lrevi, lata, subinflata, ad latere parum curvata, valde 
inrequilaterali, postice cu.spidata, subbiangulari, antice rotundata; 
valvulis crassiusculis; natibus prominulis, fere terminalibus, epi
·dermide tenebroso-olivacea, eradiata, transverse vittata; dentibus 
cardinalibus parvis, subcompressis, corrugatis, in utroque valvulo 
duplicibus; lateralibus longis, lamellatis subcurvisque; margarita 
alba et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Buckhead Creek, Burke Co., Geo. Bishop Elliott. 

Unio exacutus. 

Testa lrevi, prrelata, subcompressa, ad latere planulata, valde 
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inrequilaterali, postice exacuta, subbiangulari, antice oblique 
i·otundata; valvulis crassiusculis; natibus prominulis, fere termi
nalibus, ad apices minute undulatis; epidermide tenebroso-fusca 
perradiata; dentibus cardinalibus parvis sulcatisque; lateralibus 
longis, rectis lamellatisque; margarita vel alba vel purpurea et 
valde iridescente. 

Hab. Savannah River at Governor Hamilton's, Geo. Dr. 
Barratt. 

Unio subsquamosus. 

Testa lrevi, oblongo-elliptica, compressa, ad latere plahulata, 
valde inrequilaterali, postice obtuse biangulari, antice oblique 
rotundata; valvulis crassiusculis; natibus parvis, prominulis, ad 
apices rugoso-undulatis; epidermide tenebroso-fusca, subsqua
mosa, eradiata; dentibus cardinalibus parvis, sulcatis, in utroque 
valvulo duplicibus; lateralibus prrelongis, lamellatis subrectisque; 
margarita alba et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Yadkin River, N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio rostellum. 

Testa lrevi, lata, compressa, ad latere planulata, valde inrequi
laterali, postice obtuse biangulari, antice rotunda; valvulis tenui
uus; natibus panis; epidermide tenebroso-fusca, obsolete radiata; 
dentibus cardinalibus compressis, crenulatis, in utroque valvulo 
cluplicibus; lateralibus prrelongis, lamellatis rectisque; margarita 
vel albida vel purpurea et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Macon, Georgia. I. C. Plant. 
Unio infuscus. 

Testa lrevi, elliptica, subinflata, inrequilaterali, postice obtuse 
biangulari, anti�e rotundata; valvulis crassis, antice crassioribus; 
natibus prominulis, ad apices parum undulatis; epidermide tene
broso-fusca, submicanti, obsolete radiata ; dentibus ca1·dinalibus 
subcrassis, compressis corrugatisque; lateralibus longis, lamella
tis, rugosis subcurvisque; margarita vel salmonia vel purpura
scente et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Fox River and Irwin's Creek, N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio ratua. 

Testa lrevi, quadrata, subcompressa, ad latere snbplanu]ata, 
valde inrequilaterali, postice obtuse angulata, antice rotunda; 
valvulis subcrassis, antice crassioribus; natibus prominulis; epi
dermide tenebroso-olivacea, eradiata; dentibus cardinalibuf' par-
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vis, subconicis, sulcosis, in utroque valvulo duplicibus; laterali
bus sublongis, iamellatis suhcurvisque; margarita purpurescente 
et valde iridescente. 

Hab . . Neuse River, N. C. Prof. E. Emmons. 

Unio diesimilis. 

Testa lrevi, sublata, compressa, ad latere planulata, valde 
inrequilaterali, postice obtuse angulari, antice rotunda; valvulis 
subtenuibus ; natibus prominulis ; epidermide tenebroso-fusca, 
micanti, eradiata ; dentibus cardinalibus parviusculis, subcom
pressis, sulcosis, in utroque valvulo duplicibus; lateralibus 
prrelongis, lamellatis su brectisq ue ; margarita alba et valde iri
descente. 

Hab. Long Creek, Gaston Co., and Pfeiffer's Pond, Mecklen
berg Co., N. C. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio bellulus. 

Testa lrevi, oblique, tumida, ad latere parum planulata, valde 
inrequil�terali, postice obtuse angulari, antice oblique rotundata; 
valvulis percrassis, antice crassioribus natibus pyramidatis, fore 
terminalibus; epidermide luteola, valde radiata; dentibus cardi
nalibus subcrassis, rugosis; lateralibus curtis, crassis rugosisque; 
margarita argentea et valde iridescente. 

Hab. Holston River. Dr. Edgar. Tenn. River. Rev. G. White. 
Mussel Shoals, Tenn. River, Alabama. C. M. Wheatley. 

Unio ba.sa.lis. 

Testa lrevi, oblonga, subinflata, ad latere subplanulata, inrequi
laterali, postice obtuse biangulari, antice rotundata, ad basim 
recta ; valvulis crassiusculis ; natibus prominulis ; epidermide 
luteola, radiata; dentibris cardinalibus parviusculis, subcom
pressis, sulcatis; lateralibus sublongis, lamellatis subcurvisque; 
margarita vel albida vel purpurascente et iridescente. 

Bab. Carter's Creek, near Col um bus, Georgia. G. Hallenbeck. 
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