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The Eastern and Southern Alpine mining regions are consid-
ered as a culturally tightly connected resources-scape. It was a 
large region in which a constant flow of ideas and humans lead 
to the expansion and distribution of the technical knowledge 
of copper production since the Middle Bronze Age to many 
ore-deposit-regions. Within these copper producing communi-
ties the mining landscape around Mühlbach-Bischofshofen 
hold a very special place: It is the by far largest and the oldest 
site where a specific technical concept of copper-production 
becomes visible that later was adopted at other regions. This 
situation is reasoned in an outstanding copper ore deposit that 
required massive technical and logistical investments. The 
copper produced at this site seems to have dominated the Cen-
tral-, Eastern and Northern European markets and its technol-
ogy became an archetype for other areas. These technical and 
economic strategies allowed the colonization of Alpine valleys 
first but also enabled continuous economic stability and at 
least a survival within Alpine landscapes. It is shown that the 
enmeshment of processes and communities led to similar 

worlds of experiences that allowed different dwellers a neces-
sary exchange and adoption of technical concepts. But not 
always this went hand in hand with a tighter adoption of cul-
tural habits since the growing of population, the larger demand 
in copper as well as the different traffic conditions led to differ-
ent cultural and technical networks in various regions since 
the Late Bronze Age. These networks point to a vivid exchange 
within an Eastern and a Southern Alpine economic and social 
spheres some of which will be outlined within the lecture. It 
was a network regulated by the mobility of specialists and 
by  various other types/examples of economic cooperation 
between different groups such as pastoralists, agrarian com-
munities, trading specialists in the frame of good exchanges 
(subsistence goods versus salt versus metals). Different forms of 
highly specialized knowledge compounds can be observed that 
connected some of the dwelling communities tighter than oth-
ers and helped to develop identity compounds that especially 
are known from the later Iron Ages. 
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