Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 18, EGU2016-826, 2016 EG U
EGU General Assembly 2016

© Author(s) 2015. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

Long-term climate variability of the Adriatic Sea thermohaline properties
using an ensemble of regional ocean hindcast simulations

Natalija Dunic (1), Ivica Vilibic (1), Jadranka Sepic (1), Florence Sevault (2), Samuel Somot (2), Robin Waldman
(2), and Gabriel Jorda (3)

(1) Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries, Split, Croatia (dunic@izor.hr), (2) CNRM-GAME (CNRS/Meteo-France),
Toulouse, France (samuel.somot@meteo.fr), (3) IMEDEA (CSIC-UIB), Esporles, Spain (gabriel.jorda@uib.cat)

The Adriatic Sea has a substantial impact on dynamical properties and thermohaline circulation of the Eastern
Mediterranean, through a large freshwater input and dense water formation processes that drive the thermohaline
circulation of the Adriatic-Ionian basin. Together with Bimodal Adriatic-lonian Oscillation (BiOS), it represents
the major driving process of interannual and decadal variations in thermohaline properties of the Adriatic Sea
and Central/Eastern Mediterranean. Recent findings, extracted from the long-term observations, implicate a
change in driving Adriatic climate processes, which might be important for future climate of the whole Eastern
Mediterranean. The reproduction of these processes may be challenging for climate models, as occurring over
limited areas and over daily timescales at the most.

For that reason, an ensemble of NEMOMED regional ocean hindcast simulations with different spatial (10 and 6
km) and vertical (43 and 75 z-levels) resolutions, atmosphere (50 and 12 km resolution) and freshwater (from 8
to 43 river mouths in the basin) forcing have been analyzed, focusing on their representativeness for the Adriatic
Sea dynamics. Furthermore, new Adriatic river climatology, developed recently within short-term oceanographic
studies, has been imposed to the hindcast simulations with an aim to lower model biases. Half-centurial time
series of temperature and salinity collected at the PalagruZa Sill transect, and at the Jabuka and South Adriatic Pits
known to be collectors of the Adriatic dense waters, were used for verification of models. The analyses focused
on the reproduction of the Adriatic interannual and decadal variations, including their governing processes, dense
water formation and BiOS for the 1980-2012 time period. Once becoming reliably reproduced, it will allow for an
assessment of their importance and changes in future climate.



