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The use of open data in research faces challenges not restricted to inherent properties such as data quality, resolution
of open data sets. Often Open data is catalogued insufficiently or fragmented. Software tools that support the
effective discovery including the assessment of the data’s appropriateness for research have shortcomings such as
the lack of essential functionalities like support for data provenance.
We believe that one of the reasons is the neglect of real end users requirements in the development process of
aforementioned software tools. In the context of the FP7 Switch-On project we have pro-actively engaged the
relevant user user community to collaboratively develop a means to publish, find and bind open data relevant for
hydrologic research.
Implementing key concepts of data discovery and exploration we have used state of the art web technologies to
provide an interactive software tool that is easy to use yet powerful enough to satisfy the data discovery and access
requirements of the hydrological research community.


