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PRESS40: a project for involving students in active seismic risk mitigation
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To memorialize the anniversary of the 1976 Friuli earthquake, the Istituto Statale di Istruzione Superiore ‘“Magrini
Marchetti” in Gemona del Friuli (NE Italy), with the collaboration of the Istituto Nazionale di Oceanografia e
di Geofisica Sperimentale (OGS), has promoted the PRESS40 Project (Prevenzione Sismica nella Scuola a 40
anni dal terremoto del Friuli, that in English sounds like “Seismic Prevention at School 40 years later the Friuli
earthquake”). The project has developed in the 2015-2016 school year, starting from the 40th anniversary of the
Friuli earthquake, and it aims to disseminate historical memory, seismic culture and awareness of seismic safety in
the young generations, too often unconscious of past experiences, as recent seismic hazard perception tests have
demonstrated.

The basic idea of the PRESS40 Project is to involve the students in experimental activities to be active part of the
seismic mitigation process. The Project is divided into two main parts, the first one in which students learn-receive
knowledge from researchers, and the second one in which they teach-bring knowledge to younger students.

In the first part of the project, 75 students of the “Magrini Marchetti” school acquired new geophysical data,
covering the 23 municipalities from which they come from. These municipalities represent a wide area affected
by the 1976 Friuli earthquake. In each locality a significant site was examined, represented by a school area. At
least, 127 measurements of ambient noise have been acquired. Data processing and interpretation of all the results
are still going on, under the supervision of OGS researchers.The second part of the project is planned for the
early spring, when the students will present the results of geophysical survey to the younger ones of the monitored
schools and to the citizens in occasion of events to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Friuli earthquake.



