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Oxygen and hydrogen stable isotope content of ice cores has been extensively used for temperature reconstruction.
The most elevated glaciers of the Alpine area have been utilized for ice coring for more than four decades, but the
scarcity of drilling projects in the Eastern Alps and of isotopic records covering a long time period for the entire
Alpine region suggest that the paleoclimatic potential of this mountain area is still largely unexploited. In autumn
2011 four deep cores were drilled on Mt Ortles, South Tyrol, Italy, at 3859 m a.s.l. An extensive reconstructed
temperature record for the Ortles summit, based on the surrounding meteorological station data, is available for
the last 150 years, while an automatic weather station had been operating from 2011 to 2015 in proximity of
the drilling site. A preliminary age scale has been utilized for dating the two cores for which the isotopic record
is available (core #1 and #2), creating an Ortles stacked record and comparing the Ortles data to temperatures
and to other Alpine isotope records. The comparison among different ice core locations shows some similarities
in the observed fluctuations, despite the considerable distance between the sites and the substantial geographical
variability of temperature, precipitation and moisture source patterns characterizing the Alps.


