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The study of radioactivity in natural stones is a subject of great interest from different points of view: scientific,
social and economic. Several previous studies have demonstrated that the radioactivity is dependent, not only on
the uranium content, but also on the structures, textures, minerals containing the uranium and degree of weathering
of the natural stone. Villavieja granite is extracted in a village where uranium mining was an important activity
during the 20th century. Today the mine is closed but the granite is still extracted. Incorrect information about
natural radioactivity given to natural stone users, policy makers, construction managers and the general public has
caused turmoil in the media for many years. This paper considers problems associated with the communication of
reliable information, as well as uncertainties, on natural radioactivity to these audiences.


