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ESA has established a Planetary Science Archive User Group (PSA-UG), with the task of offering independent
advice to ESA’s Planetary Science Archive (e.g. Heather et al., 2013).

The PSA-UG is an official and independent body that continuously evaluates services and tools provided
by the PSA to the community of planetary data scientific users. The group has been tasked with the following
top level objectives: a) Advise ESA on future development of the PSA. b) Act as a focus for the interests of
the scientific community. c) Act as an advocate for the PSA. d) Monitor the PSA activities. Based on this, the
PSA-UG will report through the official ESA channels.

Disciplines and subjects represented by PSA-UG members include: Remote Sensing of both Atmosphere
and Solid Surfaces, Magnetospheres, Plasmas, Radio Science and Auxilliary data. The composition of the group
covers ESA missions populating the PSA both now and in the near future. The first members of the PSA-UG were
selected in 2013 and will serve for 3 years, until 2016.

The PSA-UG will address the community through workshops, conferences and the internet. Written rec-
ommendations will be made to the PSA coordinator, and an annual report on PSA and the PSA-UG activities will
be sent to the Solar System Exploration Working Group (SSEWG). Any member of the community and planetary
data user can get in touch with individual members of the PSA-UG or with the group as a whole via the contacts
provided on the official PSA-UG web-page: http://archives.esac.esa.int/psa/psa-ug. The PSA is accessible via:
http://archives.esac.esa.int/psa
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