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Civil conflicts promoted by adverse environmental conditions represent one of the most important potential feed-
backs in the global socio-environmental nexus. While the role of climate extremes as a triggering factor is often
discussed, no consensus is yet reached about the cause-and-effect relation in the observed data record. Here we
present results of a rigorous statistical coincidence analysis based on the Munich Re Inc. extreme events database
and the Uppsala conflict data program. We report evidence for statistically significant synchronicity between cli-
mate extremes with high economic impact and violent conflicts for various regions, although no coherent global
signal emerges from our analysis. Our results indicate the importance of regional vulnerability and might aid to
identify hot-spot regions for potential climate-triggered violent social conflicts.


