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Soil mapping systems in Europe have been designed mainly as a tool for the description of soil characteristics
from a morphogenetic viewpoint. Contrasting to the American or FAO system, the soil development has been in
the main focus of European systems. Nevertheless , recent developments in soil science stress the importance of
the functions of soils with respect to the ecosystems. As soil mapping systems usually offer a sound and extensive
database, the deduction of soil functions from “classic” mapping parameters can be used for local and regional
assessments. According to the used pedo-transfer functions and mapping systems, tailored approaches can be
chosen for different applications. In Austria, a system mainly for spatial planning purposes has been developed
that will be presented and illustrated by means of best practice examples.


