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In the United States soils are often taught in primary school (grade 3-6) but with little excitement or passion.
We have been working with schools and teachers to bring our passion about soils to this audience. The methods
and message can be conveyed simply and effectively by engaging the students in a dialog and through kinematic
learning. Our approach is to begin with a simple question – what are 4 things we cannot live without. The answer
– Air, Water, Sunlight, and Soil. Most students say “food, shelter, clothing, plants, animals etc.” so we then explain
all of those come from soil. This leads us to a quick “dance” illustrating that without soils we would be ‘Hungry.
Homeless, and Naked”. The results are that students and teachers remember this simple message. From this point it
is our hope that students will continue to understand the importance of soils and stop treating soils like dirt. Other
simple exercises for this younger audience will also be presented.


