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Mono-, Di-, or Trimorphism in Black Sea Ammonia sp.
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For the genus Ammonia, the size of proloculi was considered one of the valuable taxonomic landmarks, although
it may split in first alternating generations. We analysed 140 living (stained) tests of Ammonia sp. from the outer
shelf of the Black Sea, collected from 5 stations on a depth gradient (138 to 206 m water depth). Samples were
treated by standard technologies, such as live staining, wet sieving, volume detection, counts, and measures by
light microscopy. The size of the proloculi was detected, extended by biometric characterisations of 11 measures,
5 qualitative characters, and 4 numerical ratios. Surprisingly, the multitude of test parameters allows the defi-
nition of either one highly variable taxon, or several species, or either di- or trimorphism, exclusively resulting
from the definition of ’decisive’ or 'neglectable’ parameters, or parameter subsets. We followed the general tax-
onomic definition for the species of the genera, and applied, discussed and rejected published criteria considered
as taxonomically important. Surprisingly, in result none of the species described hitherto fully correlates with
the morphological roundup observed. It is a new species. This conclusion mainly results from the balance of all
morphologies, and not from the selection of an ultimate subset.



