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Four sections in north western Tunisia (Ettout, Jbil, Ennahli and Fguira Salah) has been subject of planktonic
foraminifera study. In these areas, the Santonian outcrops are well exposed and consist of alternation of marl,
indurate marl and limestone. This inetrval deposits belong to upper part of Kef Formation.

272 samples have been collected and examinated. Assemblages of planktonic foraminifera are composed by
genus : Marginotruncana, Dicarinella, Contusotruncana, Globigerinelloides, Globotruncanita, Globotruncana,
Heterohelix, Sigalia, Planoglobulina, Ventilabrella.

Quantitative analyses show that the Santonian assemblages are dominated by small Heterohelicidae (Hetrohelix
genus) and trochospiral unkeeld forms (Hedbergella genus, Archaeoglobigerina genus). Benthic foraminifera are
present but rare (<15%) in all samples of this zone in the studied sections.

Several bioevents are recorded in the Santonian autcrops including the LO and HO of Dicarinella asymetrica, LO
of Costellagerina pilula, LO and HO of Sigalia deflaensis, LO and HO of Sigalia carpatica, LO of Ventilabrella
eggeri, LO of Planoglobulina manuelensis, LO of Globotruncanita elevata, and LO of Globotruncana arca.

The thickness variation of the Dicarinella asymetrica zone in these studied areas is controlled by the depth of the
basins.



