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Forecast skill of different models over Middle East region is presented. ECMWF has 12.5 km resolution, while
WRF with 16 km and nested 5 km grid is initialized by GFS. The comparison encompasses first half of year 2012
and 48-72 hours forecasts, which are evaluated by standard scores Bias, Mean Absolute Error (MAE) and Root
Mean Square Error (RMSE). In Dubai Emirate, the temperature RMSE of ECMWF is higher by 1.5 deg. C on
average. As far as the desert terrain is flat and the station is 100km form the coast, the reason is not straightforward
result of better resolution. More precise capturing of the diurnal variation especially the sea breeze phenomenon
seems of higher importance. 9 other stations were examined.


