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Razelm-Sinoe Lagoon System, situated in the NW part of the Black Sea, in tight connection with the
Danube Delta, has been subject to major changes due to human interventions in the past century.

These changes have resulted into a complete change of the Lagoon specific ecosystems compared to its pristine
state.

In its natural state, as brackish — transitional environment, Antipa (1894) mentions Razelm Lagoon as one of the
places with the greatest fisheries around the Black Sea coast (about 1879 — 1884, there were approximately 10,000
fishermen, all working on the Razelm Sinoe Lagoon System).

Starting with the end of the XIXth Century, new canals were dug and existing channels were dredged in order
to develop tighter connections with the Danube River. The natural inlet of Portita was blocked four decades ago
and connections between the various parts of the lagoon system were controlled by the building of locks and
sluices. The 2 inlets of Sinoe Lagoon were also controlled during early 1980s. Under these conditions, the lagoon
ecosystem changed from brackish towards freshwater, with major effects on the existing flora and fauna.

The period of brutal interventions ended in 1989 and the Razelm-Sinoe Lagoon System became part of the Danube
Delta Biosphere Reserve in 1991, with a strict policy of nature protection and restoration. Spatial planning has
been the major management option for the entire reserve, lagoon system included.

Plans for sustainable development of the Razelm-Sinoe Lagoon System have been built in a participative manner,
involving the local stakeholders, as part of FP7 ARCH project. Special attention has been given to impacts of
climate change. The study presents the vision for the development Razelm-Sinoe Lagoon System over the next 2
decades.



