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During a field trip in May 2003, a stromatoporoid sample was found on the left side of the 
Viroin River, near Vireux-Molhain city (Ardennes, France). The outcrop corresponds to the 
first beds of the St Joseph Formation (equivalent to the lower part of the "Assise de Bure", an 
old denomination, previously considered as the lowest part of Middle Devonian. This Ievel 
corresponds to the beginning of the carbonate sedimentation in Ardennes. Since 1982, by 
Sub-commission Devonian Stratigraphy (SDS) decision, the base of the Middle Devonian 
corresponds to the entry of partitus, and the St Joseph Formation is Upper Emsian in age and 
corresponds to the lower part of the patulus Zone. 

Lecompte ( 1 95 1 -52) didn' t  cite any stromatoporoid in this Ievel but a Iot (22 species) above, 
in the ,,Assise de Couvin" (Upper Couvinian = Lower Eifelian). 
Later, Bultynck ( 1970) cited some stromatoporoids in the rniddle and upper part of the 
«Assise de Bure» (= Eau Noire Formation) but none in the lower part (= St Joseph 
Formation). 
By another way, according to Bultynck et al., 199 1 ,  the first Middle Devonian 
stromatoporoids are present in the lower part of the Couvin Formation, Lower Eifelian in age. 
So, the specimen here described, is apparently the oldest Devonian stromatoporoid currently 
reported from the Ardennes. 
The stromatoporoid, with well-developed ring-pillars, typically corresponds to the genus 
Stromatoporella. 
The sample corresponds to a 1 0  cm long, 8 I arge and 6 high nodule. lt is broken, and we can 
see the stromatoporoid overlying a brachiopod shell: Paraspirifer sp. The stromatoporoid 
covers the whole brachiopod. In one place (the probable bottom?) it is only 0.6 cm thick, but 
in other places the thickness is generally 2 cm to 3.2 cm in the place opposite to the bottom. 
In the upper part of the nodule, some interlaminar spaces are pyritized, and, locally several of 
them form a 2.8 cm large and 0.8 cm high lenticular structure. Few extemal features are 
observable, just a weathered surface with thin meshed structure and some sectioned larninae. 

References 
Bu1tynck P. 1970. Revision stratigraphique et paleontologique de Ia coupe type du Couvinien. Memoire de 

[ 'Institut de Geologie de l ' Universite de Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve. XXVI: 1 - 152. 
Bultynck P., Coen-Aubert M., Dejonghe L., Godefroid J., Hance L., Lacroix D., Preat A., Stainier P., Steemans 

Ph., Streel M. et Tourneur F. 199 1 .  Les formations du Devonien moyen de Ia Belgique. Memoire pour servir 
a l 'Explication des Cartes Geologiques et Minieres de Ia Belgique, Bruxelles. 30: 1 - 1 06. 

Bultynck P., Coen-Aubert M., & Godefroid J. 199 1 .  Summary of the state of correlation in the Devonian of the 
Ardennes (Belgium - NE France) resulting from the decisions of the SOS. Courier Forschungsinstitut 
Senckenberg, Frankfurt am Main. 225 : 9 1 - 1 14. 

Lecompte M. 195 1 -52. Les strornatoporoides du Devonien moyen et superieur du Bassin de Dinant. Memoire 
Institut royal des Seiences naturelles de Belgique, Bruxelles. (1 16): 1 -2 1 5 ; ( 1 17):  2 1 6-360 

70 Graz. Austria August 3-7, 2003 9th International Symposium on Fossil Cnidaria and Porifera 




