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The genus Zdimir is a special group of large, thick-shelled, strong costate brachiopods which are 
preserved in dark, rather pure micritic limestones. This brachiopod group and its related fauna is very 
important for palaeoecological studies, as especially this assemblage could be used as 
paleoenvironmental marker. It has been reported from South China (Beiliu of Guangxi, Guizhou, 
Yunnan, Longmenshan of Sichuan), South Tianshan, Japan (Kitakami Mountains), eastern Australia, 
Belgium and Austria (e.g. BOUCOT & SIEHL 1962, CHEN & LIAO 2006, TAZAWA 1988, WANG & ZHU 1979, 
BAI & BAI 1988 and BAI et al. 1998). Taxa grouped within this genus are restricted in their range from 
the Late Emsian (Polygnathus serotinus Zone) to the Early Eifelian (Polygnathus c. partitus Zone) in 
South China. If this range can be applied for the occurrence of this genus globally, then this taxon 
would be a good indicator for the Basal Choteč Event (Early Eifelian; Polygnathus c. costatus Zone), 
one of the global big five extinction events. With this knowledge it might become easy to trace the 
stratigraphic position of shallow marine sequences, when no relevant microfauna can be obtained. 
Specimens of Zdimir, stored in Nanjing Institute are: Zdimir beiliuensis (WANG & ZHU), Z. contractus 
(ANDRONOV), Z. baschkiricus (VERNEULI), Z. gorezkii (ANDRONOV), Z. guitangensis (WANG & ZHU), Z. 
pseudobaschkiricus (TSCHERNYSCHEW), Z. strachovi (ANDRONOV) and Z. triangulicostatus (ANDRONOV). 
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