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The Lower Cretaceous Ammonite Working Group forms part of the IUGS Subcommission
on Cretaceous Stratigraphy and is the successor of the Lower Cretaceous Cephalopod
Team. The aims of the Kilian Group are (HOEDEMAEKER et al., 2003): (1) construct a standard
ammonite zonation for the Lower Cretaceous Series, which is in fact the zonation for the
(West) Mediterranean Faunal Province; (2) develop ammonite zonations for other key areas
in the Tethyan, Central Atlantic, Boreal and Austral realms and to calibrate them with the «
Standard »; and (3) make recommendations on the definitions of Lower Cretaceous (sub-
stage boundaries to the appropriate stage Working Groups of the Subcommission.

The recommendations on the working method are (REBOULET et al., 2009): 1) new proposals
made by members of the Kilian Group should be preferentially based on published or
submitted data which have been reviewed or discussed previously by some members of the
Kilian Group; 2) the Kilian Group should preserve, as much as possible, the stability of the
Standard zonation as some frequent changes could be more or less difficult to follow by
non-ammonite workers; however, the group has to take into account recent paleontological
revisions and must allow the development of the current zonal scheme; 3) colleagues who
work on Lower Cretaceous stages are encouraged to use consistently the Standard or they
should correlate it with their local zonal scheme in order to make easier comparisons of
zonal schemes between different studies and to improve communication.

Five meetings have been organized (Lyon 2002, Neuchéatel 2005, Vienna 2008, Dijon 2010
and Ankara 2013). The main changes of the Standard zonation have concerned the
Valanginian, Hauterivian, Barremian, Lower Aptian and Upper Albian stages (HOEDEMAEKER
et al., 2003; REBOULET et al., 2006; 2009; 2011; 2014). Thus, the Kilian Group encourages
new proposals on the Berriasian and Lower Middle Albian zonations. The last meeting also
dealt with the calibration of different ammonite zonal schemes of the Boreal, Austral and
Central Atlantic realms with the Standard (Reboulet et al., 2014).

The results of the next meeting that is planned just before the 10th Cretaceous Symposium
held in Vienna will be presented by Alexaner Lukeneder (poster).
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