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The significance of the Northwest African, and of the Moroccan Devonian sedimentary successions in
particular, is caused by several conditions, of which the marvellous exposures and rich fossil content are
worth mentioning. Despite the rich ammonoid occurrences, however many of the index species used for
the global ammonoid zonation of the Devonian (Becker in WepDIGE 1997) are either extremely rare or even
unrecorded. For instance, only 16 of the 59 index species were found in the fossiliferous and well exposed
Ouidane Chebbi section at the eastern margin of the Anti-Atlas. Six of these species were only surface
collected specimens. Similar ratios have been recognised in most of the other ammonoid-bearing localities
in Northwest Africa (Becksr & House 1994), and many other well-investigated exposures yiclded even
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fewer stratigraphically important species.
Mainly caused by "stroboscopic” occur-
rence of index ammenoids, the global zo-
nation is therefore hardly applicable in
the Devonian succession of Northwest
Africa. Therefore we work on an
ammoncid stratigraphy for Northwest
Africa which is based on the most char-
acteristic and abundant genera and spe-
cies of this region. Only partially, these
regional stratigraphical units resemble the
genozones established by Becker (in
Webbpice 1997).

The figure displays the stratigraphical
ranges of 33 selected index species on
which a new stratigraphical scheme can
be established. It contains species which
show overlapping duration (bars) as well
as species which have been collected
from one singie hotizon (dot).

Becker, R. T. & House, M. R. 1994, Inter-
national Devonian goniatite zonation,
Emsian to Givetian, with new records from
Moroccoe. Courier Forschungsinstitut
Senckenberg, Willi ZigcLer Festschrift 11,
169, 79-135. Frankfurt a M.

Weppice, K. & al. 1996. Devon-Korre-
lationstabelle. Senckenbergiana lethaea, 76
(1/2), 267-286. Frankfurta. M.


mailto:christian.klug@uni-tuebingen.de
mailto:dieter.korn@uni-tuebingen.de

	Klug, Christian;Korn, Dieter: Ammonoid succession in Devonian Sections of Northwest Africa.- Berichte der Geologischen Bundesanstalt, 46, S.60, 1999.

